
Preface 
 

Dear Reader (yes, you, the one with impeccable taste in literature), 

Before we dive into this absolutely crucial guide to sarcasm, let me tell you a little story. I learned 

the art of sarcasm from my father, Bill Wynne - the undisputed king of sarcasm, who was born in 

Wigan, England. Need I say more? 

For those of you scratching your heads, Wigan is a town in Greater Manchester known for its coal 

mining history, meat pies, and, apparently, for breeding world-class sarcasm practitioners. My 

father emerged from this crucible of wit armed with a razor-sharp tongue and an eye-roll that could 

wilt flowers at twenty paces. Lucky me, I got to grow up with this shining example of 

communication skills. 

Now, you might be thinking, "Wow, learning sarcasm from a Wigan-born master! You must have 

set out to write the ultimate book on sarcasm!" To which I'd respond: Oh, absolutely. I mean, it's 

not like I had anything better to do with my time, like, oh, I don't know, literally anything else. 

The truth is, I didn't set out to write the best book on sarcasm. I just wanted something to do in 

between the day job, procrastination and eating snacks. But here we are, and you're holding what 

is undoubtedly the most essential literary work since... well, since the last book you picked up and 

promptly used to level your wobbly table. 

In the pages that follow, we'll explore the fine art of saying the opposite of what you mean and 

somehow expecting people to understand. We'll cover such riveting topics as: 

• The Wigan school of sarcasm (less a school, more a pub with very judgmental patrons) 

• How to deliver a sarcastic comment with a straight face (warning: may cause facial 

cramps) 

• The importance of context in sarcasm (because saying "great job" after someone drops a 

Ming vase is just good manners) 

• How to recover when your sarcasm falls flat (hint: move to another country and change 

your name) 

Now, I feel I should mention that actually, almost none of those topics are actually included in the 

book. But hey, there's lots of other stuff just the same. Consider this your first lesson in sarcasm: 

never trust a sarcastic person's table of contents. 

What you will find in this book is a no-holds-barred exploration of sarcasm in all its glory, from 

its subtle nuances to its most blatant applications. Expect a rollercoaster of witty observations, 

cringe-worthy anecdotes, and dubiously useful tips that might just help you navigate the 



treacherous waters of saying one thing and meaning another. Will it change your life? Probably 

not. Will it give you something to chuckle about while you're avoiding more important tasks? 

Absolutely. 

By the end of this book, you'll either be a sarcasm virtuoso or you'll have developed a nervous tic. 

Either way, you'll have something to discuss at your next therapy session. 

So, grab your favorite snack (may I suggest a Wigan kebab?), settle into your most uncomfortable 

chair (discomfort breeds sarcasm, as my father would say), and prepare to dive into the world of 

saying exactly what you don't mean. 

And remember, if at any point you find yourself thinking, "This is the most useful thing I've ever 

read," – well, then clearly the sarcasm is working. Or you need to read more. Possibly both. 

And yes, I'm also mildly impressed that I managed to write a full book about sarcasm without once 

resorting to explaining what a joke is. You're welcome. 

Enjoy the ride! Or don't. I'm a preface, not your mother. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Wynne 

P.S.  Hey, Dad, yes, I did just write an entire book about your favorite form of communication. 

You're welcome. Or I'm sorry. Whichever is more appropriate. 

 

 


